
Welcome to another installment of 
the Changing Tides newsletter. You 
are receiving this newsletter be-
cause of your proximity to the 
Hewletts Creek 
Greenway.   
Through a 
generous do-
nation from 
the Landfall 
Foundation we 
are able to 
provide you 
with informa-
tion about our 
organization, 
community 
programs, 

online resources as well as share 
with you ways in which you can 
become a steward in YOUR OWN 
COMMUNITY! 

Welcome 

Who We Are 

The New Hanover Soil & 

Water Conservation Dis-

trict (NHSWCD) is directed 

by a five-member Board of 

Supervisors. Three of 

these Board Supervisors 

are elected by the county 

citizens in the general 

elections and two mem-

bers are appointed by the 

State.  The elected and 

appointed Supervisors 

have staggered terms 

of 4 years. 

Our current Board is 

comprised of the fol-

lowing members: 

Dave Thomas 
(elected/term ends 
2012) 
William J. ñBillò 
Hart (elected/term 
ends 2014) 

Steven Skavroneck 
(elected/term ends 
2014) 
Nancy Pritchett 
(appointed/term 
ends 2012) 
Donna Moffitt 
(appointed/term 
ends 2014) 

Quick Facts  

*Pet Waste is the number 1 water pollutant in 

NHC that can be controlled and stopped! 

* 1 gram of pet waste contains over 23 million 

bacteria! 

*Most of the tidal creeks in NHC are closed at 

some point because of polluted Stormwater Run-

off. 

Community Conservation  Assistance Program 2 

Getting Involved 2 

Education Programs 3 

Teacher Workshop 3 

Rain Barrels 4 

In This Issue:  

 C
h

a
n

g
in

g
 T

id
e

s
 

 

N
E

W
 

H
A

N
O

V
E

R
 

S
O

I
L

 
&

 
W

A
T

E
R

 
C

O
N

S
E

R
V

A
T

I
O

N
 

D
I

S
T

R
I

C
T

 
Volume 3, Issue 1 

Summer 2011 

Hewletts Creek 

Greenway 



town and could use your help at 
these events.  These events in-
clude: 

The Cape Fear Fair and Expo 

Wilmington Garden Show 

Pet Expo 

Paw Jam 

Wilmington Earth Day      
Festival 

TreeFest 

 

For more information or to be-
come involved contact          
Dru Harrison 
(dru.harrison@nhswcd.org) or 
Amy Long 
(amy.long@nhswcd.org) at    
798-6032 for more information.  

 

 

Did you know that NHSWCD of-
fers a variety of ways for you to 
become involved in your com-
munity?  Districts were formed 
based on grassroots involve-
ment from the community and 
we still function that way.  
NHSWCD offers several ways for 
citizens to make a difference in 
our local environment.  Some of 
those include: 

Storm drain marking       
program 

Home Owner Association or 
Civic Group presentations 

Watershed Community   
Meetings 

CCAP Best Management 
Practice Installations 

The District also provides a vari-
ety of information at different 
festivals and events around 

CCAP is a  voluntary, incentive-
based program designed to improve 

water quality through the installa-
tion of various best management 

practices (BMPs) on urban, subur-
ban & rural lands, not directly in-

volved in agricultural production. 

CCAP consists of educational, tech-

nical and financial assistance pro-
vided to landowners by local soil 

and water conservation districts. 

To date NHSWCD has installed over 
15 best management practices 

throughout NHC with CCAP funds.  

Projects range from small backyard 
rain gardens to large stormwater 

wetlands.   

One of our most recently completed 
CCAP projects is located at Bradley 

Creek Elementary School.  This is a 
15 acres site within the Hewletts 

Creek Watershed.  Stormwater run-

off from this site drains directly into 
headwaters of Hewletts Creek.  Af-

ter installing two biorention areas 
and two stormwater wetlands, all 

the runoff that leaves this site is 
now filtered before entering the 

creek.   

Installing these BMPs on this school 
campus also allowed District staff 

and partners* to educate students 

about the importance of taking care 
of their environment and what 

negative effects stormwater can 
have.  This site serves as a great 

example of what groups, busi-

nesses and communities can do to 
improve their local water quality.  

* NHSWCD thanks North Carolina 
Coastal Federation and New Hano-
ver County Schools for their part-
nership and continued support of 
this and other CCAP projects. 

Participating in NHSWCD programs is an 
e-mail or phone call away. Staff mem-

bers are always willing to assist  com-

munity members with participating in 
our programs by providing technical as-

sistance & educational program FREE 
OF CHARGE! 
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How Can I Get Involved??  

Community Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP) 

Participating in Our 
Programs 
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workshop but they also had the 
opportunity to explore Mooreôs 
Creek Battlefield and Airlie Gar-
dens.   

Betsy Bilger, a 
multiple year 
attendee of our 
teacher work-
shop had this to 
say: ñThis work-
shop provides 
useful informa-
tion for teachers 
of any grade level and any sub-
jectðeven though the subject is 

based on environmental sci-
enceé..You receive materials 
that can be used in the class-
room and are encouraged to 

think in ways that 
are appropriate to 
your needs.  Iôve 
taken a lot of 
workshops offered 
by other institu-
tions and anything 
offered by the Soil 
and Water Districts 
is always heads 

above anything else.ò  

NHSWCD is proud to partner 
with Brunswick and Pender Soil 
& Water Conservation Districts 
to offer an annual teacher work-
shop each summer.  Topics 
range from NC geology to Water 
Education for Teachers. 

This yearôs workshop focused on 
the Aldo Leopold curriculum.  
Aldo Leopold is considered to be 
the father of Ecology and pub-
lished many articles, including A 
Sand County Almanac.   

Not only did teachers learn 
about Aldo Leopold at this yearôs 

Environmental education is the key to 
teaching present and future genera-

tions about our areaôs unique and criti-

cal resources and the importance of 
conservation. NHSWCD offers a vari-

ety of educational opportunities to K -
12 aged students and adult commu-

nity groups.  All of our programs at-
tempt to  increase awareness of natu-

ral resources and ecosystems 

while encouraging life-long steward-
ship of our environment.  

 
The NHSWCD programs are offered  

to all New Hanover County residents 

at no cost. Whether you are a public 
or private school teacher,  
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Teacher Workshops 

K-12 Educational Programs 

a club supervisor, an HOA resident, 

or an interested church member, if 
you have interest in learning more 

about soil and water issues, then 
we can bring the lessons to you!  

Some of the topics we cover in-

clude, but are not limited to:  
 

The Enviroscape program 

(aimed at the 8 th grade cur-
riculum and non-point source 

water pollution)  

Geology 

Soils 

Wildlife 

Forestry 

Water quality 

We also offer individual and team 

environmental contests and compe-
titions. These contests provide 3-12 

grade students the opportunity to 
show their appreciation and knowl-

edge of the natural world and com-

pete on a local, state and national 
level to earn prize money and    

2010 Hoggard H.S. Envirothon team 
placed 1st in Area competition and went 
on to compete at the  State Envirothon!  

 

scholarship opportunities. If your 
child or school is interested in learn-

ing more about these team and in-

dividual based contests and compe-
titions, please contact us and we 

will be happy to get you started!  


