
Welcome to the first installment of 
Changing Tides. Through a generous do-
nation from the Landfall Foundation your 
Soil and Water Conservation District is 
able to use this newsletter to help provide 
you with information about soil and wa-
ter conservation programs, online re-
sources and ways that you can become a 
water resource steward in YOUR  

WATERSHED! 

Please feel free to contact us at  

798-6032 or information@nhswcd.org. 

ENJOY! 
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The New Hanover Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(NHSWCD) mission is to pro-
tect and enhance water quality 
throughout New Hanover 
County through land conserva-
tion, stormwater management, 
technical support to citizens 
and organizations and conser-
vation education and  outreach 
activities.  
 

To achieve this mission, 
NHSWCD has contract rela-
tionships with New Hanover 
County, the City of Wilming-

ton, the N.C. Division of 
Soil and Water Conser-
vation, and the USDA 
Natural Resources Con-
servation Service.   
 

The partnerships enable 
NHSWCD to deliver fed-
eral and state cost share 
money and professional 
technical assistance to 
New Hanover County 
citizens. NHSWCD will 
extend partnerships to 
anyone interested in pro-
moting conservation 

practices in the county. 
Examples of partnerships 
include reaching out to 
the Wilmington-Cape 
Fear Home Builders As-
sociation and Wilming-
ton Regional Board of 
REALTORS© to origi-
nate the Stewardship De-
velopment Awards Pro-
gram. 

Quick Facts 

*New Hanover County is the 2nd 
most densely populated county in NC 
with over 800 persons per square 
mile. 

*Since 1990, there has been a 33% 
population increase in New Hanover 
County and a 62% population in-
crease in the City of Wilmington. 
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as the state's 
agricultural 
community. 
Due to the 
program's 
success, it has 
been ex-
tended to all 
96 Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts cover-
ing the entire state. The program 
provides local Districts with match-
ing funds (50:50) to hire personnel 
to plan and install the needed best 
management practices (BMPs). The 
Commission allocates cost share 
funds to local Districts based on the 
level of state appropriations and 
water quality protection priorities. 
 
In New Hanover County, the Agri-
culture Cost Share Program can as-
sist farmers, including horse farms, 
and timber owners with installing  
BMPs including erosion control and 
waste management. Participating 

agricultural landowners receive 75% of 
the predetermined average costs of in-
stalled BMPs with the remaining 25% 
paid by farmers directly or through in-
kind contributions. There is a yearly cap 
of $75,000. Some applicants who qual-
ify under the beginning or limited re-
source farmer statute may receive 90% 
of predetermined average costs, up to 
$90,000 per year.  
For more details visit:  
http://www.nhswcd.org 
To apply call: 798-6032 

In 1983, an agricultural cost share 
program was authorized in 16 Dis-
tricts as a pilot to address nonpoint 
source problems in the nutrient sensi-
tive waters of Jordan Lake, Falls 
Lake, and the Chowan River.  Even 
though considered innovative, the pi-
lot was built upon years of successful 
District/USDA agricultural conserva-
tion programs that were begun in the 
1930s.  
 
Following the success of the pilot, 
the approach was authorized state 
wide with passage of General Statute 
143-215.74. This enabled financial 
incentives to be provided through 
North Carolina's Agriculture Cost 
Share Program. This program is ad-
ministered by the Division of Soil 
and Water Conservation in the De-
partment of Environment and Natural 
Resources. It has been applauded by 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and has received wide sup-
port from the general public as well 

In 2006 the N.C. General Assembly 
passed, and Governor Easley signed, 
legislation creating the N.C. Commu-
nity Conservation Assistance Pro-
gram (CCAP).  This law enabled lo-
cal soil and water conservation dis-
tricts to administer the program.  
CCAP is a voluntary, incentive-based 
program designed to improve water 
quality through the installation of 
stormwater best management prac-
tices (BMPs) in residential and com-
mercial areas that have been devel-
oped for three years or more.  CCAP 
allows NHSWCD to use State appro-
priated funds to educate landowners 
on water quality and stormwater 
management issues, design appropri-
ate stormwater BMPs on residential 

and commercial properties, and will 
reimburse up to 75% of the cost of 
installing each BMPs.   

If you are an interested landowner 
please obtain an application from our 
website and submit your completed 
application to our office. Applications 
are ranked based the proposed BMPs 
ability to improving water quality in 
our watersheds. If eligible, a conser-
vation plan is prepared for the appli-
cant’s property.  With the design and 
specifications in hand, you will be 
able to install and pay for the BMP. 
Eligible applicants will be reimbursed 
up to 75% of the pre-established aver-
age cost of the BMP. Eligible land-
owners may include: homeowners, 
businesses, schools, parks, churches, 

and community groups such as 
homeowners associations. Essen-
tially, all private and publicly owned 
lands that have been developed for 
three years or longer are eligible for 
the program. 
 

For more information about CCAP 
and CCAP approved best manage-
ment practices visit http://www.
nhswcd.org and click on the cost 
share programs link. If you are inter-
ested in participating in CCAP please 
contact the New Hanover Soil and 

Water Conserva-
tion District at 
798-6032 or visit 
our website for an 
application. 
CCAP Rain Garden 

Participating in NHSWCD programs is 
only an e-mail or phone call away. Our 
staff is available to assist community 
members that are interested in participat-
ing in our programs. We provide technical 
assistance & educational program  

FREE OF CHARGE! 
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Environmental education is the key to 
teaching present and future genera-
tions about our unique resources and 
why it is important to conserve them. 
NHSWCD offers numerous educa-
tion opportunities ranging from 
school to community based pro-
grams.  NHSWCD has Certified En-
vironmental Educators on staff. 

School Programs 

Enviroscape 

The Enviroscape 
program is an 
interactive 
model of a wa-
tershed that en-

ables students to visually learn about 
stormwater runoff, water pollution, 
water quality, watersheds, and per-
sonal stewardship.  NHSWCD Staff 
brings all of the activity materials to 

the classroom.  

Envirothon 

Envirothon is a team based competi-
tion tailored for middle and high 
school students. The competition fo-
cuses on developing natural resource 
knowledge and real world applica-
tion. Competitions take place at the 
regional and state level.  If your 
child’s school is interested in form-
ing a team, please contact us and we 
will be happy to assist. 

Teacher Workshops 

NHSWCD offers teacher workshops 
each summer.  
NHSWCD Staff 
are trained fa-
cilitators for a 
variety of pro-
grams including 

wetland ecology and agriculture and 
natural resource management. The 
aim of workshops is to help teachers 
stay abreast of new environmental 
topics as well as providing curricu-
lum guides.  
 
Community Programs 

NHSWCD staff members have devel-
oped community programs with top-
ics ranging from stormwater quality 
to natural resource management. If 
you are a member of an home owners 
association, neighborhood organiza-
tion, such as Bottoms, and would like 
us a stormwater or natural resources 
program or workshop, please e-mail  

education@nhswcd.edu. or call  

798-6032. 
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TAKE IT!! 

Pet waste is a health hazard and a water pollutant. Stormwater 
runoff can wash bacteria from pet waste directly into storm drains 
& drainage ditches, eventually ending up in our waterways un-
treated. YUCK! 

Bacteria, parasites and viruses contained 
in pet waste are a health risk to people 
and other animals. In particular, fecal 
coliform, present in the feces of warm 
blooded animals, is a common pollutant 
in area waterways. High levels of fecal  
coliform bacteria indicate that other 
harmful microorganisms may be in the 
water and a potential health risk exists 
for individuals exposed to this water.  

Additionally, poor water quality caused 
by pet waste can lead to shellfish bed 
closings, algae blooms, fish kills and im-
paired water quality of recreation waters. 

 

To reduce the harmful impacts of 
pet waste: 

· Always clean up after your pet 

· Use a scooper, bag or shovel to pick up 
pet waste (remember to put waste in a 
bag & seal it before placing it in the 
trash) 

· Utilize free pet waste stations and sup-
plies in parks and neighborhoods 

· Waste from cats should also be con-
tained—provide covered litter boxes 
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There are numerous environmental organizations in our region that are dedicated to 

conserving the natural resources of the Lower Cape Fear Region. Check out their web-

sites to learn more about their efforts & how you can be-

come a steward in YOUR COMMUNITY! 

NC Coastal Federation: http://www.nccoast.org 

NC Coastal Land Trust: http://www.coastallandtrust.org 

Cape Fear Resource Conservation & Development: http://www.capefearrcd.org 
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Monthly rain barrel sales! That’s right, we have  
converted our annual rain barrel sale with the City of  
Wilmington to a monthly program. Sales will be held the 2nd Thursday of each month at the 
NHSWCD office. Our first sale will take place September 11 from 9-5 at our  
office.  
Barrels are $95 each & hold 65 gallons of rain water.  
 

Please e-mail information@nhswcd.org or call us at   

798-6031 for more information.                               Barrels are First Come, First Serve! 


