
Changing Tides 

Welcome to the second installment of Changing Tides.  

Through a generous donation from the Landfall Foundation 

your Soil and Water Conservation District is able to use this 

newsletter to help provide you with information about soil 

and water conservation programs, online resources and ways 

that you can become a water resource steward in YOUR 

WATERSHED!  

Please feel free to  contact us at 798-6032 or   

information@nhswcd.org.  

ENJOY!  

Ms. Donna Moffitt joins  

NHSWCD as a new member 

for the Board of Supervisors.  

Welcome 

Please welcome Ms. Donna Moffitt as our newest appointed member. She has over 

20 years of experience in natural resource conservation issues and job responsibili-

ties, including: former Assistant Director of NC Soil and Water Conservation, a 

former Program Manager for NC Agricultural Cost Share Program; former Director 

of NC Coastal Management and also has participated in local Envirothons.  

Ms. Moffittôs expertise will contribute greatly to the District. Her familiarity with 

the district structure, commission, conservation, agricultural programs, policies and 

procedures of natural resources, pollution issues and best management practices, 

assures the district that she will be an asset. Welcome Ms. Moffitt!  
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Inside this issue: 

Special points of Interest:  

¶ By using native plants you 

can reduce your lawn irri-

gation needs!  

¶ By using a rain barrel, you 

can save money on your 

water bill!  



The New Hanover Soil and Water 

Conservation District (NHSWCD) 

mission is to protect and enhance 

water quality throughout New 

Hanover County through land 

conservation, storm-water man-

agement, technical support to citi-

zens and organizations and conser-

vation education and outreach 

activities.  

CCAP is a voluntary, incentive-

based program designed to im-

prove water quality through the 

installation of storm-water best 

residential and commercial areas 

that have been developed for three 

complete a larger rain garden or 

bioretention area near the front 

entrance of the school. The rain 

garden will capture and treat rain 

water from portions of the 

schoolôs roof and parking area. 

This bioretention area, essen-

tially a large rain garden, will 

help slow down, infiltrate, and 

clean polluted storm-water be-

fore it can reach the nearby 

headwaters of Hewlettôs Creek. 

On October, 19, 2009, 60 third-

graders, volunteers from Wal-

Mart stores, Alderman PTA, and 

community volunteers, joined 

the NHSWCD and the North 

Carolina Coastal Federation 

(NCCF), NHC Schools and 

Coastal Carolina Resource 

Group, INC, at Edwin A. Alder-

man Elementary School on Inde-

pendence Blvd to help students 

and teachers plant, mulch, and  

With help from NHSWCD 

CCAP, support from NHC 

Schools, NCCFôs goal was able  

to be completed. NCCF began 

planning for this project earlier 

from Wal-Mart, and outside 

help, in the year and with fund-

ing installed approximately 800 

native grasses, flowers, shrubs 

and trees  in the newly con-

structed 2,500 sq. ft. rain garden 

at the school.  

NC Community Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP):  

Rain Garden Planted at Alderman Elementary School  

New Hanover County Complex Rain Garden and Rain Water 

Harvesting Cistern 

With funding and technical assis-

tance from the New Hanover Soil 

and Water Conservation District 

(NHSWCD) and Cape Fear Water 

Rain Harvesting, Inc, a 2,500 gal-

lon cistern with a solar powered 

pump and rain garden were in-

stalled at the New Hanover County 

Government Complex. The project 

will prevent storm-water and the 

pollutants it carries from entering 

the Bradley Creek Watershed and 

eventually the Intracoastal Water-

way. Storm-water runoff is the 

number one non-point source 
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management practices (BMPs) in 

residential and commercial areas 

that have been developed for three 

years or more. 

New Hanover Soil and Water 

Conservation District has cost-

shared 14 different  projects total-

ing over $85,000 in total cost-

share. CCAP projects ranged from 

Believers Destiny Church in the 

Smith Creek Watershed , Alder-

man Elementary School in  Hew-

letts Creek Watershed, UNCW-

Recreation Center in Bradley 

Creek Watershed, residential areas 

in Whiskey Creek Watershed to  

NHC Government 

Center Cistern, part of  

a CCAP project. 

 that continues to devastate our 

waterways, harming fisheries 

and tourism alike. Rain gardens 

and cisterns are simple, Low 

Impact Development (LID) 

practices for reducing polluted 

storm-water runoff and coastal 

flooding. Cisterns capture rain-

water on a roof before it runs off 

into storm-water drains. This 

water can be used to irrigate 

landscape, wash cars and reduce 

the need to use municipal water.  

Rain gardens are small-to-large 

excavated and prepared depres-

sions in the ground that are 

planted with native trees, 

shrubs, grasses and flowers 

that help capture and infiltrate 

storm-water runoff before it 

enters a local waterway. These 

methods are effective because 

they mimic the nature hydrol-

ogy of the land and it is zero 

cost to the county! 

Alderman Elementary 

School Rain Garden 

Project 

Believers Destiny Church 

Smith Creek watershed. 

other projects located in 

Pages Creek Watershed and 

the Cape Fear River.  

This is a great way to help 

your land be something better 

and helping the environment 

too.  

Come on in or go to the 

NHSWCD website: 

www.nhswcd.org for more 

information about this cool 

program!  



Education Buzz 

Pet Waste: City of Wilmingtonôs New Ordinance 

 Meet the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

 ñThe Enviromainiacs,ò advised by Ed 

Terzain, from John T. Hoggard High 

School won First Place at this yearôs 

Coastal Envirothon held  at Cool 

Springs in Craven County.  

 

Environmental education is the 

key to teaching present and 

future generations about our 

unique resources and why it is 

important to conserve them. 

NHSWCD offers numerous 

educational opportunities and 

has Certified Environmental 

Educators on staff.   

Field Days 

Field Days are designed to 

meet teacherôs needs typically, 

there are 5 rotations where stu-

dents attend lectures and activi-

ties by presenters from multiple 

agencies including the follow-

ing: Brunswick-SWCD, DENR 

Division Soil & Water, CF River 

Watch,  NHSWCD and NC Div 

of Forest Resources. Rotation 

subjects include: Soils, Water 

Quality, Forestry, Wildlife and 

Water Resources.  

Envirothon :  

The Envirothon is a team-based 

competition tailored for middle 

and high school students. The 

competition focuses on develop-

ing natural resource knowledge 

and real world application. Com-

petitions take place at the re-

gional and state level. If your 

childôs school is interested in 

forming a team, please contact 

us and we  will be happy to as-

sist.  

Teacher Workshops 

NHSWCD offers teacher work-

shops each summer. NHSWCD 

Staff are trained facilitators for a 

variety of programs including 

wetland ecology and agriculture  

and natural resource manage-

ment. The aim of workshops is 

to help teachers stay abreast of 

new environmental topics as 

well as providing curriculum 

guides. Please email: educa-

tion@nhswcd.org or call: 798-

6032.  

through data collection, 4) de-

velopment and distribution of 

technology pertaining to assess-

ment, planning and conserva-

tion, and lastly 5) provides fi-

nancial assistance to encourage 

the adoption of beneficial land 

treatment practices to conserve 

the nationôs valuable natural 

resources.  

Jane Wood is the local NRCS 

District Conservationist.   

NRCS partners with 

NHSWCD through multiple 

projects. Her regions in-

clude Brunswick, Pender 

and New Hanover Counties.  

 Meet the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service. Their mission is 

help you help the land. Through 

five business lines, they will 1) 

provide technical consultation, 

planning assistance beneficial for 

natural resource management, 2)  

install conservation practices and 

systems that meet standards and 

specifications, 3) establishing best 

conservation plans and resource-

use decisions for all landscapes

low DO levels and impaired 

habitat.ò   

The ordinance requires that 

immediate and full clean-up 

after pets on any public prop-

erty, carrying a clean-up device 

at all times, show clean-up 

device if asked by Code En-

forcement Officer, bag and 

dispose of pet waste in closed 

trash receptacle or refuse con-

tainer, DO NOT flush pet 

waste down toilet.  

 

Thereôs a new ordinance in town. 

ñAnimal waste is a water pollutant 

and a public health hazard, espe-

cially in public areas and multi-

family developments that often 

have the highest concentrations of 

pet waste.ò  

ñStormwater runoff washes bacte-

ria, parasites, viruses and nutrients 

from the waste directly into our 

waterways. The pathogens can 

cause disease in humans, recrea-

tional swimming advisories, shell-

fish bed closings, algal blooms, 

NEW!!!!  

The pet waste ordinance: 

$250 fine per occurence 

for not picking up pet 

waste! (City of 

Wilmington) 
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